NOMADIC EMPIRES

THE term ‘nomadic empires” can appear contradictony: nomads
are arguably quintessential warnyterers, organised n family
assemblies with a relatively imdifferentiated ﬁmm:itﬁs'm‘d
nudimeniary systems of pollital erpanisation. The tenm ﬂrq:ﬁi
ot the other hared, camies with i e sense of a materiol Incatio,
a stahillty derived from complex social and econamtic Sictires
and the governance of an exterisive termitorial domtnfon through
an elabrate adminisirative suslern. But the fuxtagostions on
which HmwdqjﬁluirnL-tva may be oo narrowly and
ahistarically concetvel. They certamly cullapée phim we study
sormie fmpserial jmwm consitricted b:.rmrmdﬁr Groups,

In Thene 4 we studied state formation<'in the contrl Famic
lends urhose otigins laif in the Bedosin neonacdic traditfons of
Arabian penineule, This chapter studies a different group of
nomads: the Mongals af Cenitral Asin who established a
mnmumuﬂmm;ﬂﬂvummﬂmﬂqufﬂa@usmm
straddiing Europe and Asia during the thirteenth and fourteenth
ceniurics. Relative (o the agrorian based imperial formalions &
Chiner the neicgitboltring romed s o Mongolics miay have inhabzted
o fagrhler less aemplex. Sociod cnd. cooniomie wuswld. But the
Cenirnl Asion nomotlie soctetics were rol insudeied “istands” thet
were imperrinus o kistoricnl chonge. These societies interaiod.
ol eyt oy and bearnd from they larger weorid of whichc ey
e perpmch o e

This chapter stucfies thue e ineoshich the Mongols ander
Crenghits Khan adapred their raditional social and potitical
CLs TS {0 crevite a fearsome military machine and a sophistiortod
method of governance. The challenge of ruling a. domingon
spanfing a melange of people. economies. and confesstonal
systems meand thal the Momgols could nol stmpdy impose their
steppe traditions over ther recenthy annexed terriiones. They
mnovated and compromised, treating a nomadic empire that had
a huege tmpact on the histony of Eurasia euon as it changed the
character and composttion of thetr oum soctety foretier

The aleppe dwellers themselvea usually praduced no
Meriture. =0 our krowledge of noindic socieles comes
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maitily from chromcles. imvelogne and dooumonts produced
by ehty-based Dtteratenrs, These audbors often produaces]
extremely ot and hinsed repects ol noomadic e The
imperinl succrss of the Mongols, howeover, atiruted momy
Hteratl. Somts ol lem produced Wravelogues ol thelr
experiences; othem stayed to merve Mongol masters. These
tndividunls come from a vamiety of bpckgmoumds — Buoddhist.
Confisrsdan, Chetattan, Turkish and Mushine Althaugly ot
abwvnyn Gl with Mongol customs, musny of then produaeed
symmpalhelle hecotmils - oven culughen — Winl challenjed sod
compiicated the otferwise hostile, dly-bassl fineade opgainse
the stippe: mpmnders. The histary of the Mongols, thereiore,
Presdicdes Inleresting delalls o question e manner b which
sedbrntuy smxcieties unually chamelortued iommads 2 primitive
buarturians®.

lerimpe (he mist valnohlo rsrorch on b Moagels wis done
by ussian soholars sisriing @ the eighteenin and imcteenth
ernlinys as Lhe Taanst mgime conanliinled s, contml over
Central Asga. This work was procluesd within aoeglomial millen
ot wike larjieily survey noles prodouced by mﬂﬂfm solidlers
metehnnts snd entiguasiim scholosy. T lhemrly Twetilleil

century, after the extension of the sovint repabilion In e egon,|

a mew Mioast historiography angued that the prevadent mode
af prodhiriion determined the nahuge of soggadrelations, It pligoed
Gengghs Kl und Lhe emergiog Mool emptre witlili s seale
of humun evoalution hat was wilnessing o transiiion from o
tribal to o lewdal mode of producthon: from o rolatively classless
soclely te one where there were wide dilferenees bebwoen the
Jord, thr cwners of ol und the pessom. Pespote following
such o doterministic mierpreiaiion ol history, excellent
research on hlrmgnl langnages. thetr society amd cultire was
carrhod misd by sehobirs siseh s Horis Yakesdevieh Visdinginso.
Others such as Viadly Viasttminadah Flartobd did not quile toe
the cilcial line. Al o Ume when'the Stalinisl feglime was
extremely wary of reglonal ratluitilism. Bartokl's sympathetlc
ol positnee assessmaml ol e ooy ond' SehiiEvemeny of
the Mongols ander Genghis Whns and hils successom gol it
Imta troubic with the.ermaors. |t sowwrely curtatled the
clrcublilbing ul'tljr weth of e s:hmdar aisd | was andy La s
LG, dhuring and after the moge Hleral Khirsobaey v, tiae
‘b writing® were publishes] in nine valuimes

The transcomiineiial span of e Mengol emplre alio meast
thot the sommes siviilable o selmlor= @ wOlieD @ o vist
mamber of lnegunges. Pechups the mast onwtal are Lthe sources
tn Chinesn. Mongolian. Peraton and Ambike. but vital motorials
are alws avallzble Uy WHablsr ladls, French and Ruossiuan.
Oflen the same (est was produced o twa languages sl
iffeieirm) conteids: For example, ie Mongoliznn aomd Chinese
verslions of tie enrlléal nnemibve on Geéngllils Khin. Hiled
Mangaqgol un ninda tabia’an (The Secret History of the
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posiiive meaning.
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Mongots) nre quite difvrept and e Balinn aod Latm vesigns
al Moroe Pale’s. travels (o Lhe Mol omirt do ool msilels,
Streee the Mosyols produscsd Likde Btesaiunse qee i bedr owin el
woere instemd “wrllben obet” by Heridl from fomedgn culior)
mmillleitn. hibsiloriins lave to allen doutile o phdlolsgit=sts bo plick
pul the mepsimgs of phmses jor their clesest approsmaiion
to Mrmgol usage. The work of scholoms lilee Igor de Bachewliz
on The Sevrel History qf s Mongals s Gerhard Doerfos an
Mongol antl Turkic lesminelogles thal imliltded inle the
Persban bimguoage beings oul e diMenltbes lnvolved [
storrfyirgd thre histary of Hee Comtral Asim omiass,- As we will
motice thromgh the romnimder of this chopter, desplie their
harredible pelilevemnenis there & moet alswil Gegihils Khan
amd the Mongol world canpive still awnlting 1he diligent
Bethilur™s sitrutiny,

Introduction

I the early decades of the thirieenth century the great empires of the
Euro-Astan continent reatised the dameens posed to them by the amival
of & new political power in the steppes of Central Aste Genghis Khan
Ma 1 This Masol (1. 1227} had united the Mongol people. Gertghis Klan's potitical vision,
Emptre however, went far beyond the crestion of a confederncy of Mongol
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tribes in the steppes of Central Asta: he had a mandate from God
to mile the world. Even though his own lifctime was spent
consolidating his hold over the Mongol tnbes. leading and directing
camipalgns into adjolning areas in north China. Transoxiana.
Afghanistan, eastern Iran and the Russian steppes, his
deseendants travelled further afield to fulfll Genghis Khan's viston
and create the largest empire the world had ever seen.

It was in the spirt of Genghis Khan's ideals that his grandson
Mongke (1251-60) warned the French ruler, Lowis IX (1226-70): ‘In
Heaven there is only one Eternal Sky, on Earth therr is only one
Lord, Genghis Khan. the Son of Heaven... When by the power of
the Eternal Heaven the whole world from the rising of the sun to
its setting shall be al one tn oy and peace. then it will be made
clear what we are going o do: if when you have undersicod the
decree. of the Eternal Heaven, you are unwilling to pay attention
and believe it, saying, “"Our country s {ar away. our mouniasins are
mighty, our sea ts vast', and in this confidence you bring an army
agamst us. we know what we can do. He who made easy whal was
difftcult and near what was far off. the Eternal Heaven knows.”

These were not empty threats and the 1286-41 campatgns of
Batu, another grandson of Genghis Khan, devastated  Russian
lands up to Moscow, selzed Poland and Hungary and camped
outside Vienna. In the thirteenth century 1t did seem that the
Eternal Sky was on the stde of the Mongols and any parts of
China. the Middle East and Europe saw In Genghis Khan's
comquests of the mhabited world the "wrath of Godd'. the beginming
of the Day of Judgement.

The Capture of Bukhara

Juwaini; a lots-thirtesnth-century Fersian chronicler of the
Mongel rulers of Iran; carried an account of the capture of
Bukharg in 1220; After the congquest of the city, fuwaini reported,
Genghiz Khan went to the festival ground where the nich
Tesidents of the ciy were and addressed them: ‘0 prople know
that you have committed greaf sins, and that the great onss
among you have committed these sins. If you ask me what proof
I have for these words. Esay it is because | am the punishment of
God. If you had not committed great sins, God would not have
sent o punishment like me upon you'... Now one man had
escaped fem Bukhara mniter its capiure and had coms to
Khurasan. He was guestioned qbout the fate of the oty and
replisd: ‘They came, they [mined the walls], they bumnt, they slew,
they plundered ond they departed”

How did the Mongols create an empire that dvmrfed the achievements
of the other ‘World Conguera’, Alexamder? In a pre-industnal ade of
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poor technological communieatioms. what skills were deployed by the
Mongols to admintster and contmol such a vast dominton? For someone
s0 self-confidently aware of his moral, divinely-dispensed night to
rule. how did Genghis Khan relate to the diverse soctal and relilons
gronrps that comprisen) his daminion? In the making of s imperium
what happencd to this plorality? We need to stan our discussion,
however, with a hmmbler set of guestions to beiter comprehend the
social and political background of the Mongols and Genghts Khane
who were the Mongols? Where did they iive™ Who did they tntersct with
and How do we know aboul thelr socety and poditics?

Social and Political Background

The Mongols were a diverse body of peaple, Unked by simitlanties of
language to the Talars, Khitan amnd Manchus to the east, and the
Turkic tribes o the west. Some of the Mingols were pastoraltsts
while othes were hunter-gathaers: The pastorilists (ended homes,
sheep and, (o a lesser extent, catfle, goats and cameds, They nomadsed
in the stEppes of Central Asia In a tadt of land in the area of the
modermn state of Mongolia. This was fand stll 1s] a majestic landscape
with wide horizons. roling plamns, fnged by the stow-capped Altad
mountiins to the west. the ard Gobl desert in the south and dradned
by the Onen and Selenga rivers and myriad springs [Fom the
melting snows of the hills in the north and the west. Lush. luxarant
priisses for pasture and constderable smoll game were avallable 1n
a good season. The hunter-gatherers restded o the north of the
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pastoralists in the Sibertan forests. They were a humbler body of
people than the pastoralists, making a Wving from trade in furs of
animals trapped (n the summer months. There were extremes of
temperaturne tn the entire re@lon: harsh, long winters followed by
birlef, dry summers. Agriculture was posstble tn the pastoml edlons
during short parts of the year but the Mongols (unlike some of the
Turks further west) did not take 1o oming, Netther the pastoral nor
the huntng-gathering ¢conomiles could sustaln dernse population
settlements and as a result the reglon possessed no citles. The
Mongols lived in tents, gers. and travelled with their herds from thetr
winter to summer pasture lands,

Ethmite and kanguage ties united the Mongol people but the scamwe
resgurces meant that their soctety was divided Into patrilineal
lneages: the reher famblles were larger, possessed muore antinals
arid pasture lands. They therefore had many followers and were
more influential in local polttics, Perlodic natuml calamities — efther
rinsually harsh, cold winters whet arid stored provisions
ran out or drought wlhich parched the grasslands — would force
families to forage further afield leading to conflict over pasture
lands and predatory raids in search of Wvestock. Groups of families
would ocrastonally ally for offensive and defensive purposes arouncd
rcher and more powerful lineages but. barming the few exceplions.
these confederactes were usually small and shori-lived. The stee of
Genghits Khan's confederatton of Mongol and Turkish tribes was
perhaps maltched th stze only by that which had been sittehed
together ' the Afth century by Attila (0. 453),

Unltke Attila, however, Cenghis Khan's political system was far
more durable and survived tts founder. i was stable enough to
counter larger armies with supertor equipment in China, Imn and
eastern Europe. Amed, as they estabiished control over these regions.
the Mongols administered complex agrarian economies and urbian
setilements - sedentary socletles — thal wire quite distant from
thelr own soctal experience and habitat

Although the soctal and polieal organisations of the nomadic
and agrarian economies were very different. the two socicties
were hardly foreign to each other. In fact, the scant resownves of
the steppe Linds drove Mongois amd other Central Astan nomads
to trade and barter with thelr sedentary neighbours tn China
This was mutually benefloial to both parties: agricultural produce
and tron utensils from Ching were exclhiangad [or horses, furs and
game trappedm the steppe. Commerce was not without its tenstons.
especlally as the two groups unhesitatingly applied military
pressure to enhance profit. When the Mongol Hneages allied they
omiid force thetr Chinese nelghbours to offer better terms and
trade tes were sometimes discarded in favour of outright plunder,
This relatonship would aller when the Mongols wene in disarray,
The Chinese would then confidently assert thetr mfluence in the
steppe. These fronller wars were more debliltating to settled
sgcietes. They dislocaled agriculture and plundered cities. Nomads,
on the other hand. could retreat away from the zone of conflict with
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marginal losses. Throughout its history, China suffered extensively
from nomad totrusion and different reglmes — even as early as the
cighth century sce — built fortifications to profect thelr subjects.
Starting from the third century see. these fortifications started to
be integrated into a common defensive ontwork known today as
the 'Great Wall of China a dramatic visual testament to the
disturbance and fear perpetrated by nomadic ratds on the agraran
sovieties of north China.

The Career of Genghis Khan

Genghis Khan was borm some time around | 162 near the Onon
river in the morth of present-day Mongolta: Named Temujing he
wis the son of Yesngel, the chieftain of the Eiyat. a group of
familles related (o the Borjigid clan. His father was murdered at
an parly age and his mother, Oclun-cke. malsed Temujin, his
brothers and step-brothiers i great hardship, The following decade
was full of reversals - Temujtn was captured and ensiaved and
soon aller s marriage, lils wile, Borte, was kldnapped, and he
had 1o fight to recover her. During these years of hardship hie also
managed to make important friends. The young Boghurchu was
his first ally and remained a trusted foend; Jamuqga. his blood-
brother {andda), was another. Temujin also restored old alllinces
with the miler of the Kereyits, Tughnl/Ong BEhan, his Gither's old
blood-brother.

Through the 11805 and 1190s, Temujin rematned an ally of Ong
Khan and used the alltance 1o defeat powsriul adversanes ke Jamiuga,
his old fend who had beoome a hostile foe. U was afier defeating him
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that Temujin felt confident enough to move against other tribes:
the powerful Tatars (his father's assassins), the Kereyits and Ons
Khin himsetf i 1203, The final defeat of the Natman people and
the powerful Jamuga tn 1206, left Temujin as the dominant
personality in the politics of the steppe lamds, a posttion that was
recogntsed at an assembly of Maongol chiefiatns Iqurﬂlﬁ.ﬂ where he
wis: proclaimed the ‘Great Khan of the Mongols' [Qa'an) with the
title: Genghis Khan. the ‘Oceante Khan' or TUntversal Ruler’.

Just before the guriltal of 1206, Genghts Khan had reorgamsed
the Mongol people into a mare effective, discipiined military {ormoe
(see fallowing sections) that faciitated the success of hils future
campatins. The {irst of lis concerns was to conguer China, divided
at this ime into three realms: the Hsl Hsla people of Tibetan ongin
in the north-western provinces; the Jurchen whose Chin dynasty
raled north Cluna from Peking: the Sung dynasty who controlled
south China. By 1200, the Hsi Hsta were defeated, the ‘Great Wall
af Ching was breached in 1213 and Peking sacked in 1215, Long-
drawn-cut battles agatnst the Chin continuest until 1224 but Genghis
Rhan was satisfled enough with the progress of hils campalgns to
etum o his Mongolian homeland in 1216 and leave the millbary
affalrs of the reglon to his subordinates.

After the defeat in 1218 of the Qara Khita whio controlled the
Tien Shan mountains north-west of China Mongol domintons
reached the Amuo Darya. and the states of Transoxhing and
Khnwarazm. Suiltan Muhftmm.l-:.'l the mijer of Khwararm, feit the
fury of Genghis Khan's rage when he executed Mongol envoys, In
the campalgns between 1219'and 122] the great’ cities — Otrar,
Bukhuars, Samargand. Balkh, Guargany, Merv, Nishapur and Herat
- surrendered o the Mongol torces: Towns that resisted were
devnstated. At Nishapur, where a Mongol prince was killed during
the stege operation, Genghis Khan commanded that the town
should be lald waste tn such a mannper that the stle could be
ploughed upon: and that in the exaction of vengeance [for the
death of the princet not even cits and dogs should be lefl alive’.

’Esﬂmﬂﬁ!ﬂfxﬁnt of Mongol Destruction

in the Kuhistan provine, 12,000 ndividuals wars sxecited
How did medievd] chronlcden arrive of such figures?

courit the dead and sach day they counted 100,000 coipses.

All reperts of Genghis Khan's compaigns agres at the vast number of
people killed following the capture of cities tht defied His quthority, The
numbers are staggsring: ot the captuts of Nishapur in 1220, 1,747,000
people were massacred while the toll ot Herat in 1222 was 1,600,000
people and ot Baghdad m 1258, 800,000. Smaller towns suffersd
proportionately: Naja, 70,000 dead: Bathaq district. 70,000, and at Tun

Juwainl, the Penion chroniclsr ofthe Nkhoms stated that 1,300,000 people
were killed in Mere. He machied the figurs becquse it wok thiteen davs to
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Mongol forces in pursuit of Sultan Muhammad pushed inte
Azerbatjan. defeated Russtan forces at the Crimea and encircled
the Casplan Sea. Anpother wing followed the Sultan’s son.
Jalaluddin, tnio Afghanistan and the Sindh provinee. At the banks
of the Indus, Genghis Khan considered returning (o Mongolta
through North India and Assam, bul the heat, the natural habitat
and the 1l portents reported by his Shiaman soothsayer made him
change s mind.

Genghis Khan died in 1227, having spent most of his Hfe in
military combat. His military achievemenis were astounding

and they were largely a result of his abiity to Innoviate and

transiorm different aspects of steppe combal Inlo extremely
cfiective military strategles, The horse-riding skills of the
Mongols and the Turks provided speed and mobility to the army;
thelir abilittes as rapid-shooting archers from horseback were
further perfected during regular hunting expeditions which
doubled as Held manoeuvres. The steppe cavalry had always
travelled lght and moved guickly, but now it brought all its
knowledge of the termain and the weat her to do the untmaginable:
they carried out campalgns In the depths of winter, treating
frozen rvers as higshways to enemy citles and camps. Nomads
were conventionally al a loss against lortllled encampments

but Genghis Khan leamt the fmportance of siege engines and

naphtha bombardment very qmuckly. His engineers prepared
ltightportable equipment, which was used agalnst opponents
with devastating efiect.

Bacthy nf'hmmm
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The Mongols after Genghis Khan

We can divide Mongol expansion after Genghis Khan's death into
two distingt phases: the lirst which spanned the years 1236-42
when the major gains were in the Russian steppes, Bulghar, Kiev,
Poland and Hungary. The second phase including the vears 1255-
1300 led to the conguest of all of China (1279), Iran, Irag and
Syrta. The [ronter of the empire stabilised after these campatgn.

The Mangol military forces met with few reversals in the decades
after 1203 but. quite noteeably, after the 1260s the orginal impetus
of campaigns could not be sustained tn the West, Although Vienna,
and beyond It western Europe. as well as Egyvpt was within the
grasp of Mongol forces. thetr retreal (rom the Hunganan steppes
and defeat at the hands of the Egyptian forces signalled the
emergence of new polifical trends. There were two facets to this:
the first was a consequence of the internal politics of surcession
within the Monge! famtly where the descendants of Jocht and
Ogoded allted to control the office of the great Khan tn the first two
generations. These interests were more impartant than the pursait
of campiigns 1n Europe, The second compulston occurred as the
Jocht and Ogoded linecages were marginalised by the Toluyid branch
of Genghts Ehanld descendants. With the accession of Mongke, a
descendandt of Toluy. Genghis Khan's youngest son. military
campalgns were pursued encrgetically in Iran dunng the 12505,
But as Toluyid mterests in the conguest of Ching increased during
the 1260s, forces and suppliés were increasingly diverted into the
heartlands of the Mongol domitnion. As a resull, the Mongols felded
a small. understaffed foree against the Egyptian military. Their
defeat and. the mereasing preoccupation with China of the Toluyid
family marked the end of western expansion of the Mongols.
Concurrently. conflict between the Jochid and Toluyid descendants
along the Russtan-Irantan frontier diverted the Jochids away from
further European campalgns.

The suspenston of Mongol expanston in the West did not amrest
thefr campatgns 1in China which was reuntted under the Mongols,
Paradoxically, 1t was at the moment of i1s greatest successes that
internal turbulence between members of the ruling family
manifested itself. The next section discusses the factors that led
to some of the greatest successss of the Mongal political enterprise
but aiso inhibited s progress,

Social, Political and Military Organisation

Among the Mongols, and many other nomatic soetettes as well, all the
able-bodied, adult males of the iFibe bore arms: they constituted the
armed forees when the occasion demanded. The antfication of the
different Mongol tribes and subsequent campatgns agatnst diverse
propte introdnced new members into Genghts Khan's armmy complicating
the composition of this relathvely small, undifferentiated body into an
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meredtbly heterngeneous mass of people. It incladed groups like
the Turkic Uighurs, who had accepted his authority willingly, It
also incluoded defeated people, ke the Kereyits, who were
accommixdated in the confederacy desplite thelr eariier hostiity.

Genghis Khan worked to systemalically erase the old tribal
identities of the different groups who jolned his confederacy, His
army was ofganised decording (o the old steppe svstem ol dectmal
urdis: in divisions of 10s, 100s; 1.000s and [notionally] 10,000
soldiers. In the old system the clan and the tribe would have coexisted
within the dectmal units, Gendhis Khan stopped this pmctice. He
divided the old tribal groupings and distributed thetr members into
new millitary units. Any tndividual who tried to move from his/her
allotted group without permission recetved harsh punishment. The
largest unit of soldiers, approximating 10,000 soldiers (luman) now
includeil fragmented groups of people from a vanely of different
tribes and clans. This altered the old steppe soctal order integrating
different lincages amd clans and providing them with a new identty
dertved from #ts progenitor, Genghis Khan.

The now military contingents were required o serve under his
four sams and speclally chosen captains of hits army units called
nagan. Also important within the new realm were a band of followers
wha had served Genghis Khan loyally through grave adversity for
many yvears. Genghis Khan publicly honoured some of these
individuals as his hiood-brithers' (anda)l: vet others, eemen of a
humbler rank. were giver specialtanking as his bondsmicn [nankear,
a title that marked thelr close relationship with (helr master. This
ranking did not preserve the rights of the old clan chieftains: the
new aristocracy derhved (s status from a close telattonship with
the Great Khan of the Mongols.

In this new herarchy, Genghis RKhan asstined the responsibility
of governing the newly eonquered people to his four sons, These
comprised the our whis, a tevm that did not oneinally mean fixed
territartes, Genghis Khan's elme was still the age of mpld conguestis
and expanding domatns, whess rontiers were stlll extremely fluid. Far
example. the eldest son. Jochl, recetved the Russian steppes but the
farthest extent of his lermitory, wlos, was Indetermunate: it extended
as far west as his horses could meam. The second sen, Chaghatal, was
given the Transoxiantan steppe and landds north of the Pamirmovmtains
adiacent 1o those of his brother. Presumably, these lantds wouldd shift
as Jocht marched westward, Genghis Khan Had indicated that his
thtrel san, Ogodel. would succeed him as the Great Khan amd on
aroession the Prince established his capital at Kammkonum, The youngest
satl. Tolay. recetved the ancestral lands of Mongolta. Cenglis Khan
envisaged Lhat his sons would mle the emplire collectively. amnd to
nnderitne this potnt. military contingents (famal of the ndividual
princes were placed in each wus. The sense of a dominton shared by
the members of the family was underlined at the assembly of chieftains,
guriiais, where all decistons relating to the family or the state for the
fortheoming season — campalgns, distribution of plunder, pasture
lands and succession — were collecttvely taken.
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Genghis Khan bad already
fashioned a rapid courler
system that connected the
distant areas of his regime.
Fresh mounts and despatch
riders were placed in outposts
at regafarly spaced distances.
For the maintenance of this
communication system the
Mongol nomads contributed a:
tenth of thetr herd - efther
horses or Jivestock = as
provisions. This was called
the quibeur tax, a lovy that the
nomads patd willimgly for the
multiple benefits that 1t
brought. The courier system
(yam) was further refined
after Genghis Khan's death
and 1ts speed and reliability
surprised travellers. [t
‘enabled the Great Khans to
keep a check on developments
at the farthest end of thetr
regtime across the continental
landmass.

The conquered people,
however, hardly felt a sense
of affinity with thelr new
nomadic masters, During the
campalgns in the first half
of the thirteenth century.
citles were desiroyed.
agricuitural lands Jald waste,
trade and handicraft
production dismipted. Tens of
thousands of people - the
Family ree of Gengtits— exact figures are lost 1o the exaggerated reporis of the time —
Hhom, were Killed, even more ensfaved. All elasses of people. from the

elites to the peasantry suffered. In the resulting instability, the
underground canals. called ganats. m the and Iraman plateay
coiild mo longder receive periodic malntenance. As they fell into
disrepatr. the desert crept tn. This led to an ecological devastation
from which parts of Khumsan never recovered.

Ongee the dust from the campatgns had settied, Europe and China
were temitorially inked. In the peace ushered tn by Maongol conguest
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(Pax Mongolica) trade connections matured. Commerce and travel
along the Silk Route reached its peak under the Mongols but. unitke
before. the trade routes did not terminate in China.

They continued north into Mongolia and to Karakorum. the heart
af the new cmpire. Communication and ease of fravel was vital to
retain the eoherence of the Mongol remme and travellers were gliven
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@ pass (paiza In Persian; gérege tm Mongolian) for safe conduct.
Traders paud the baj tax for the same purpose, all acknowledging
thereby the authority of the Mongol Khan.

The contradictions between the nomadic and sedentary
elements within the Mongol empire eased through the thirteenth
century. In the 1230s, for example. as the Mongols waged their
suceessful war against the Chin dynasty tn north China, there
was a strong pressure Sroup within the Mongol leadership that
advocated the massacre of all peasantry and the conversion of
their felds into pasture lands. Bul by the 1270s, when south
China was annexed to the Mongol empire afier the defeal of the
Suny dynasty. Genghis Khan's grandson, Qubtlal Khan (d. 1204,
appeared as the protector of the peasants and the citles. In the
1290s. the Mongol ruler of Iran, Ghazan ;E_Ehan (d. 1304}, a
descendant of Genghts Khan's voungest son Toluy, warned
[Amily members and other generals to avold pillaging the
peasantry. It did not lead to 5 stable prosperous realin, he
advised in a speech whose sedentary overtones would have made
Genghits Khan shudder.
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Ghazan Khan's Speech

Ghozan Khan (1295-1304) was the first I Khanid ruler to convern
o Islam. He gars the following speech w the Mongok Turkizh
nomad commander, a spesch that was probable drafred by his
Perrian wadr Rashiduddin and included in the mindster’s letrers:

T am not on the side of the Persian peazanty. If thers i a
purpase in pillaging them all, there iz no one with more pover
o do this than I Let uz rob them tagether But if yon wish to/be
certain of collecting grain and foed foryour tables in the futurs,
I mustbe hanh with you. You must be taught reason. Hyou tasult
the peasantyy; take their oxen and seed and tromple their cops
inte the ground, what will you do in the futurs? . The obsdient
p&:;;;nhr maist be distinguisned from the peasantty who. are
I

From ‘Khan's retgn ttself, the Mongols had recrutted civil

administrators from the conguered socleties. They were sumetimes

moved aroundd: Chinese secretaries deploved in Iran and Perstans
in China. They helped i mtegrating the distant domintons and
thietr backgmunds and training were always ussul in blunting the
harshier edges of nemadic predation on sedentary e, The Mongol
Khans trusted them as long as they continued {o ralse revenue for
thelr masters and these admimstrators could sometimes commaangd
constderable influence. In the 1230s, the Chinese mintster Yeh-lo
Ch'a-ts'at, muted some of (Ogedel’s more rapacious instincis; the
Juwaint family played a simtha e in lran through the latter Tt
of the thirfeenth century and at the end of the century, the wazr
Rashidudidin, drafied the speech thal Ghazan Ehan delivered to his
Mongol compataiots dsking them (o protect. not harass, the peasantry,

The pressure (o sedentarse was greater tn the new areas of Mool
domelle, aregs distant from the original steppe habltat of the
nomais. By the middie of the thirteenth century the sense of a
common patrimony shared by all the brothers was gradually replaced
by individiial dynasties each mling their separate uliis. a term which

now carmied the sense of a temtoral domindon. This was, m part. o
resull of succession struggles, where Genghts Khantd descendanis

compeied for the office of Great Ehan and prized pastoral lands,
Descendants of Toluy had coeme 1o male both Chltnami ImAn where
they had lormed the Yoan and [I-Ehanid dyriasties. Descendanits ol
Jochl formed the Golden Horde and ruled the Russtan steppes:
Chaghatal's successors ruled the steppes of Transoxiana and the
iands called Turkistan today. Noticeably, nomadic traditions
persisied longest amongst the steppe dwellers In Central Asia
(descendants of Chaghatat) and Russta (the Golden Horde).

The grachual separation of the descendants of Genghis Ehan into
separate neage groups implied that their connections with the memory

e e B



MNowsp: Ewmpes 73

and traditioms of a past family concordance also altered. Al an
abvions level this was the result of competitlon amongst the cousin
clans and here the Toluytd branch was more adept in presenting
thetr version of the family disagreements in the histories produced
under thetr patronage, To a farge extent this was a cdnssquente
of thelr control of Chitna and Iran and the large domber of lterat)
that its family members could recruil. At a more soplnsticated
level, the disengagement with the past also meant underlining the
merits of the regnant mulers as a contrast to other past monanchs.
This exerclse In comparison did nol excinde Genghis Khan limsell.
Perstan chronteles produced in [I-Khantd Iran during the late
thirteenth century detatled the gory killings of the Greal Khan and
greatly exagoeraled the numbers Killed, For example, In contrast
to an evewllness repori that 400 soldlers delended the citadel of
Bukhara. an [I-Khanid chronicle reported that 30.000 soldiers
were killed tn the attack on the cliodel. Although iI-Khantd reports
still enlogised Genghls Khan, they also camed a statement of relief
that tmes had changed and the great killings of the past were over
The Genghis Khanid legacy was tmportant, bt for his descentdants
to appear as convinoing hetoes to a gsedentary audlence, they could
no longer appear in gquite the same way as thetr ancestor,

Following the research of David Ayalon. recent work on the
yasa. the code of law that Genghis Khan was supposed to have
promulgated at the gunital of 1206, has elahorated on the complex
ways In which the memory of the Greal Khan was fashioned by
his successors. In its earljest formulation the term was written
as yasag which meant law’, 'decree’ or ‘order’. Indeed. the few
detatls that we possess about the yasaq concerm admipistrative
regulations: the organtsation of the hunt, the amy and the postal
system. By the middie of the thirtesnth century, however, the
Mongols had started using the related term gasa tn a more general
sense to mean the ‘legal code of Genghts Khan'

We may be able to understand the changes in the meaning of
the term tf we take o look at some of the other developments thit
oceurred at the same ume. By the middie of the thirteenth century
the Mongols had emerged as a unified people and just created the
largest empire the world had ever seen. They ruled over very
sophisticated anrban soclelles, with thetr respective histories.
cultures and laws. Although the Mongols dominated the reglon
politically. they were a numercal minority. The one way in which
they could pmtect thetr identity and distinctiveness was though s
clatm o a4 sacred aw given o them by thetr anceston. The yasa was
in all probability a compilation of the customary traditions of the
Mongol tribes bl in referring to it as Genghis Khan's oxde ol law, the
Mangol people alss lald claim to a ‘lawaiver’ ltke Moses and Solomon,
whase authoritative code could be mposed on thelr subjects. The
teesa served 1o coliere the Mongol people around a body of shared
beltefs, it acknowledged their affinity to Genghis Khan and his
descendants and. even as they absorbed different aspects of a
sedentary liestyle, gave them the confidence to retaln thetr ethnic
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tdentity and tmpose thetr ‘law” upon thelr defeated subjects. [t was
an extremely empowering ideolody and atthough Genghis Khan may
not have planned such a legal code, it was certainly inspired by his
viston and was viial in the constrizction of a Mongol untversal dominton.

-~ “my

Yasa

In 1221, citer the conguest of Bukhara, Genghis Khon had
assembled the nich Muslim sesident at the fstival ground and
had admonished them. He called them sinners and wamed them
to compensats for their siny by parting with their hidden wealth.
The eplsode was dramatic enough to b2 paintzd and for n;"inng
fime afterward: pecplé still rmembersd the Incdént. in the late
sizteanth century, "Abdullah Khan, nﬁl:tum&ﬂ:nﬁmtaf}uthl
Genghls khan's eldest ton, went to the same fertiyal 'grotind In
Sukhara. Unlike Genghis Khan, however, ‘Abdullah khan went
to perform his holiday prayen thers. His chronicler, Hofix-|

Tonish, reported this performance of Muslim piery by hi master
and included the su@meﬁmmmt 'this was accarding to the

vesa of Genghls iﬂann*

Conclusion: Situating Genghis Khan and the
Mongols in Werld History

When we remember Genghts Khan today the only fmages that
appear Ip our ilmagination are those of the congueror, the
destrover of citles, and an individual who was responsible for
the death of thousands of people. Manv thirteenth-century
residents of towns tn China. Iran and eastern Europe looked
at the hordes from the steppes with fear and distaste. And yet,
for the Mongots, Genghis Khan was the greatest leader of all
time: fie untted the Mongol people, freed them from interminable
tribal wars and Chinese exploitation, brought them prospertty,
fashloned a grand franscontinental emplre and restored trade

'rhules and markets that atiracled distant travellers ke the

Venetian Marco Polo. The contrasting tmages are not stmply a
case of disstmilar perspeciives; they shouldl make us pause
and reflect on how one (dominant) perspective can completely
crase all others.

Beyond the opintons of the defeated sedentary people, consider
for a moment the sheer size of the Mongol dominion in the thirieenth
century and the diverse body of people and farths that 1t embraced.
Although the Mongol Khans themselves belonged to & varlety of
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different faiths — Shaman. Buddhist, Christian and eveninally
Istam - they never igt thetr persomal beltefs dictate public policy,
The Mongol milers recrited adminsirators and ammed contingents
from people of all ethnic groups and religons. Thels was a multl-
ethnle, multilingual. multi-religious regime that did not feel
threatened by iUs plumiistic constitution. Thils was ulterly unmisual
for the time. and historians '
are only now studying the
ways tn which the Mongols
provided jdeological models for
later reglmes (like the Mughals
of India) o follow.

The mature of the
documentzition on the Mongols
- and any nomadlc regime —
miakes |t virtually impassible to
understand the mmspiration
that led to the confederation
ol fragmented groups of peaple
in the pursuill of an ambition
to create an empire, The
Mongdl emplre eventaally
allefed i Its different nillieus,
but the Insplration of its
founder rematned a powerful
force. At the end of the
fourteenth century. Timur.
another monarch who aspired
to  universal  dominlon.
hesttated to declare hidmselfl
monarch because he was nol
of Genghis Khantd descent.
When he did declare his
independent soverelgnty It wis
as he sor-in-law [guregen) of
the Genghits Klianid famuly,

Today, afterdecades ol Saviel
control. the conntry of Mongolia
s recreating (s ldentity as @n
independent naton, I has selzesl upon Genglils Klian as a great
natlonal hwero who ts publicly venerated and whose acliievements
are recounted with pride. Al a crucfal junctore n the history ol
Mongolia, Genghis Khan lias onee again appeared as an lconle
figure for the Mongol people. mobllising memories of a great past
in the forging of natonal 1dentty that can carmy the nadon thto
the future,

The Capture of
Elerphielond by Uhae
Meorngols, o minoinre
pamting m the
Chronickes of Roashid
cxi- [T Tafrie
fRimtevm cermirg.
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Cibitlen K ool
Chinbi e camig,

1. Why was trade so significant to the MMongols?

2. Why did Genghis Khan feel the need 1o fragment the Mongel
tribes into new social and military groupings?

3. How do later Mongol refiections on the yuse bring out the uneasy
relatonship they had with the memory of Génghis Knhan

4. “Iihistory relies uponswtten records produced by dry-based literati,
nemadic sodeties wilbabways Tecsive: g hostile representation’
Would you agree with this statement? Does it explain the reaton
why Persian chrontcles produced such inflated figures of casualties
resuling from Mongol compaigns?

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. keeping the nomadic element of the Mongol and Bedouin
societies in mind, how, in your opinion, did their respective
historical experiences differ? Whar explanations would you
suggest account for there differences?

6. How dee: the following account enlarge upon the character of
thePax Mongolica created by the Mongels by the middle of the
thirfeenth century!

The Frandscan monk, Wilkiom of Rubruck, wes sent by Lows [X of
Francs onanembassy to the great Rhan Mongke’s courti Hereached
Karalorum, the capital of Manghke, in 12354 and came ugon a woman
fiom Lormuine (in France) called Paquzite, who hod bezn brought
from Hungary end wesin the snice of one of the pringe s wives whe
war o Nesiodan Christlan. At the cowi he came noozr a Paridan
goldsmitk named Guillaurme Boucher, "whoss brother dwelt on the
Urand Pont in Parz. Thiz man was 8§38 employed by the Cueen
Sorghdigtanl and then by Monghke's yoimyer-brother. Rubnick found
that ot the great court festivals the Nestorian priests were admitied
fizst, with their regafia, to Bless the Grand Khan's cup, ond were
followed by the Musim dergy and Budshist and Taelst monks...



